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Remarks
Rabbi Mark H. Levin

(Continued on page 2)

n Erev Shabbat, 
Shabbat Shuva, 
September 6th, Rabbi 

Art Nemitoff of B’nai Jehudah 
addressed our combined 
congregations from the Beth Torah pulpit.  It was 
an exciting evening.

Rabbi Nemitoff addressed an important challenge:  
combining our strengths to program more 
effectively between the two congregations.  While 
Rabbi Nemitoff was not specific, I imagine these are 
the kinds of programs he may have meant:  youth 
activities for all ages, women’s activities and men’s 
activities in order to increase the pool of eligible 
participants; expanding the scope of education 
and creating a larger variety of activities; increasing 
the variety of worship to appeal to different tastes; 
combine worship for the occasions when a very 
limited number of people attend, like Sukkot 
morning.  

There are also areas that we ought not combine.  
Our worship styles differ markedly, and diversity 
is a wonderful part of having a large community.  
We ought not aim at a monoculture for worship.  
Varieties of educational and religious experiences 
increase the interest in Judaism.  We already 
know that combining certain activities actually 
decreases the participation, and we have to avoid 
those areas. We want to increase our activities, 
possibilities and the quality of our Jewish life.  

Consider that the greatest educational and 
communication tool to be invented in the last 500 
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Mitzvah Days 2013

For every season, there is a time to give, unite 
and make this world a better place.

Thank you to our Mitzvah Day coordinators 
Susan Kivett, Aleza and Larry Myer, and 

Bonnie and Mickey Swade, for all their work!

NOVEMBER 1ST-4TH
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years has just been invented: digital communication, including 
cell phones, the internet, twitter, etc.  Among the results is 
a greater focus on individuals forming their own constantly 
changing communities. But it has also opened up possibilities for 
community formation that have united people all over the world 
who choose to opt in to a particular community, sometimes of 
their own creation.  Meanwhile, this technology has spread so 
rapidly that it’s extremely difficult to stay ahead of the cultural 
changes taking place.  We lack the resources to stay ahead of new 
developments, and we don’t have the staffing to keep up with 
new cultural trends.

At Rosh Hashanah I discussed the new directions for 
congregational life:  Community building through taking care 
of others (Caring Community Team – CCT), changing to digital 
education, and creating a new life stage for over 50 year olds.  
All of these require leadership to step forward and make them 
happen, both with personal volunteer energy and the donation 
of new funds.  These are challenges that require innovation, but 
they also require people who want the community to continue to 
meet the needs of Jews in new, innovative and relevant ways.  We 
need you to be involved at all levels.  The success of community 
life depends on the personal involvement of each community 
member at whatever level s/he finds most possible.  The vitality of 
our community hangs in the balance.  

Rabbi Nemitoff pointed to an essential fact:  we are better off 
working together than working separately. Not in everything:  we 
need different worship styles to appeal to multiple communities 
within the larger Jewish community.  But with the digital 
revolution has come such a variety of possibilities that we need 
to work together to appeal to everyone.  This is our challenge, and 
our opportunity.   

(Continued from page 1) Torah Portion 
& Haftarah

October 4/5  1 Cheshvan  Noach
Gen. 6:9-11:32
Haftarah – Isaiah 66:1-13-23
Music by Shir Balev

October 11/12  7 Cheshvan  Lech L’cha 
Gen. 12:1-17:27
Haftarah – Isaiah 40:27-41:16
Soloists: Tim Intfen & Linda Matorin Sweenie
Accompanist: Linda Matorin Sweenie

October 18/19  14 Cheshvan  Vayeira
Gen. 18:1-22:24
Haftarah II Kings 4:1-37
Music by Shir Balev

October 25/26  21 Cheshvan  Chayei Sarah
Gen. 23:1-25:18
Haftarah -  I Kings  1:1-31
Soloists: Tim Intfen & Linda Matorin Sweenie
Accompanist: Linda Matorin Sweenie

November 1 /2  28 Cheshvan Tol’dot
Gen. 25:19-28:9
Haftarah – Malachi 1:1-2:7 or I Samuel 20:18-42
Music by Shir Balev, Choirs & Music Volunteers  

Shabbat Morning  
Torah Study

Every Saturday morning, join us for a discussion on the 
writings of  the Torah.  The group meets at 9:00 a.m.

 in the library before Shabbat worship. Harvesters Backsnack Program  
Beth Torah continues to participate in the Harvesters Backsnack 
Program and will be partnering with an elementary school 
starting again in September to distribute food packs to children 
in need. If you are able to join the Backsnack team, please contact 
Diane Balanoff at (913) 238-4276. We could use more drivers on 

Thursdays to come to Congregation Beth 
Torah to collect the food and then drive it to 
the school to deliver it.   You may contribute 
as little as one hour a month, or whatever fits 
into your schedule, and you will know you 
will be making a difference in the lives of 

many children.

Weekly Worship Schedule 
Erev Shabbat, 6:30 p.m. 

(Community Nosh at 6:00 p.m.)

Shabbat Morning, 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship* 9:30 a.m.
Monday Evening Worship, 6:00 p.m.

Keshet Worship* Wednesdays 5:55 p.m.  
Thursday Evening Worship, 6:00 p.m. 

*When Religious School is in session
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Celebrating the Past to Build Our Future

For more information, visit the 25th Anniversary link on our 
website at www.beth-torah.org.  Look for a special invitation 
in your mail with more details!  Join the community for any or 
all events.  There is something for everyone!

Friday, November 1st – 7:30 p.m: 
Anniversary Program Celebrating Community
Witness our community parade and hear guest speakers reminisce how CBT 
evolved to the community we are today.  Don’t miss the chance to hear Joey 
Crane’s commissioned musical piece written for Beth Torah, performed by Joey 
and a professional Orchestra!

Saturday, November 2nd – 6:30 p.m: 
Start the evening with cocktails and light hors d’oeurves to prepare for the 
interactive comedic performance of Pretty.Funny – an improvisational and sketch 
comedy troupe.  These women channel comedic geniuses such as Carol Burnett, 
Lucille Ball, Traci Ullman and others into their smart and sophisticated show 
that incorporates fearless physical humor, musical parodies and pantomime. 
A dessert reception following the performance complete with chocolate fondue 
promises to top off the night!

Register Online at www.beth-torah.org, click on the 25th Anniversary to purchase 
your $25 per person ticket, which includes an evening of spirits, food, fun, friends 
and laughter.

Sunday, November 3rd – All day: 
Scribing Sessions with the Sofer and Mitzvah Day all in one.

Monday, November 4th – All day: 
Scribing Sessions with the Sofer, Blood Drive and education session with the 
Sofer at 7:30 p.m. to discuss the relationship of Torah and music!

Mazel Tov to :

Steve and Sharon Gerson on the 
birth of their grand-daughter, 
Sophia Rose Buchwitz.

Roz & Tim Dwyer on the wedding 
of their daughter, Kate Dwyer to 
Nick Nunez.

Lyubov Kapustin
mother of Tatyana Shuklaper

Herb Adler
dear friend of Eileen Garry
 
Erving Zipper
uncle of Ron Zipper
cousin of Brandon Zipper
 
Jacqueline June Epsten
wife of Robert Epsten
mother of Brad Epsten, Jill 
Epsten & Jane Girson
 
Frank Yale Askinazy
brother-in-law of Linda 
Matorin Sweenie
 
Benjamin Lease
dear friend of Ron Zipper
 
Christel Selcer
grandmother of Brandi Fisher

If there is a member of your family 
getting married, please contact one of 

the rabbis at the Beth Torah office.

Our FAM JAM family keeps growing, and you can be part of it! 
Bring your children and usher in Shabbat every Friday night at 
6:10 p.m. in our sanctuary before worship. Come for 20 minutes of 
singing and dancing, then stay as long as you like.

Erev Shabbat FAMily JAM

In Memoriam

   25th Anniversary

WANTED: SHOFAR SOUNDERS OF ALL AGES AND ABILITIES 
For an upcoming Special Event.    

CONTACT: ZACH ZWIBELMAN at Zoninman@hotmail.com

URJ Kesher VIP Birthright Program
Have you considered taking a Birthright trip to Israel? (Ages 18-26 only) Registration opened 
on September 10th for winter and spring trips, and Rabbis Levin and Reice can help you get 
priority status on your registration for a URJ Kesher Trip! You can register at http://www.
gokesher.org/. After you register, contact the rabbis or Aaron Nielsenshultz with the e-mail 
and phone number you used to register, as well as the trip you registered for.
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                                         Rabbi 
    Rebecca Reice

With this Tekiah, the time has come for our final two verses.  Over the past year, we have 
revealed five special verses from each of the five books of Torah.  This month completes the 
25 verses of Torah for 25 years in the House of Torah (the literal meaning of Beth Torah in 
Hebrew).  On November 1st-4th we will celebrate our 25th Anniversary as a community.  Now 
we have 25 verses of Torah to share in that celebration.  The verses this month speak to the 
core of our community’s commitments over 25 years.

The first verse, Deuteronomy 16:20, speaks about the pursuit of justice.  Justice is not only 
woven into the fabric of the Judaism of the Torah, it is woven into the fabric of who we are 
as modern Jews at Beth Torah.  Beth Torah’s vision states, “We support the community through Social Justice 
(Tzedek) efforts to improve and maintain the quality of life where there are demonstrated needs.”   We respond 
to this 3,000 year old call most profoundly through feeding the hungry whether through our food drives, our 
month at reStart, meals at SAVEhome, packing BackSnack food packs, our turkey drives for Pleasant Green, Joel’s 
Ride “Wheels for Meals” and the list goes on.  As a community over the past 25 years, Beth Torah has worked to 
advance the cause of justice in our world.  We have responded to the demand to pursue justice and it has been 
a sustaining force in our community, as the Torah told us it would be.

Our final verse for the year, Deuteronomy 30:19 appears in Parashat Nitzavim and is also read 
on Yom Kippur.  The verse is said to both the Israelites in the time of Moses, but also to all 

who were not standing with them that day, which includes all of us today.  In it, we are 
presented the choice between life and death, between blessing and curse.  The verse 

compels us to choose life through the way we live our lives, so that we and our children 
might live.  For 25 years, Beth Torah has chosen blessing and life through teaching and 

learning Torah, through praying as a community and performing acts of kindness and 
justice.  May we continue to live in this way, choosing blessing and life, for many more years 

to come!

Read it.  Learn it. Write it.

Social Justice
Food Drive -  Did you know that most food assistance programs don’t cover personal care items, such as soap, shampoo, 
conditioner, or toothpaste? Help out by bringing in soap, shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste, mouthwash, lotions, or 
other personal care supplies—any size, from travel to jumbo—during the month of October. We’ll use these items to 
create personal care packages during Mitzvah Days, November 1st-4th.

Caring Connection Team/CCO - You are invited to join the Caring Connection Team in providing support for Beth Torah 
members and their families who need a little extra help following a health care challenge.  We have two upcoming 
volunteer training sessions on September 29th and November 3rd. Volunteer Caring Circles may choose to help with 
errands, occasional transportation, a friendly visit or phone call, or relieving a family caregiver for a few hours. Volunteering 
as a member of the Caring Connection Team is something you can do with a friend, spouse or other family members. If 
interesting in joining the team, please contact Kelly Somberg at ksomberg@kc.rr.com or (913) 205-6411.

Mitzvah Days - Mitzvah Days will take place over the weekend of November 1st-4th. We’re looking for volunteers to lead 
the projects, so if you’re interested in leading, contact Aaron at aaron@beth-torah.org or (913) 498-2212. There will be a 
project leader training session on October 20th at Congregation Beth Torah. Check out the list of projects in this month’s 
Tekiah insert!
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Lifelong          Learning
Adult Education Offerings 

Please contact Aaron Nielsenshultz at aaron@beth-torah.org or at (913) 498-2212 with questions.

Mitzvot and Jewish History
Jewish history and mitzvot share a sacred connection. For instance, the mitzvah of remembering Passover comes 
directly out of the events of the Exodus, so our Seders are both the fulfillment of a mitzvah as well as the observance of history. 
Come learn from Rabbi Levin about the different types of mitzvot and how the events in Torah provide a framework for them. 
Sunday, September 29th, from 11:00 a.m. – noon in the Bride’s Room.

Shofar Sounding
Have you always wanted to learn how to sound the Shofar? Then join Linda Sweenie and Zach Zwibelman for a short workshop 
on Sunday, September 29th, from 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary! You will get a chance to sound several shofars. No need to 
register in advance. You can stay for the hour or 15 minutes. Contact Zach Zwibelman with questions: Zonionman@hotmail.com.

The Making of a Torah
From birth to marriage, from cow to Torah, come and explore this ancient and fascinating art while using the latest 
digital technology. The old and new come together to create a Godly instrument. Join our Sofer on Site, Rabbi 
Druin, from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary on Sunday, October 6th.

Synagogue Literacy: Overcoming Barriers to Judaism
According to a study done in 2007 of 5000 Israeli men and women over the age of 60, those who attended synagogue regularly 
clearly had the highest rate of survival.*  As affiliated Jews we have made the right decision.  This much is clear.  Come and find 
your path among the many that are offered here at Beth Torah.  If you feel unconnected, confused or just lost when looking at the 
Tekiah, this session will bring you some focus.  From A to W, Affinity group to Worship, learn how to be a part of the community 
you need. October 13th, from 11:00 a.m. – noon in CR104 with Lauran Intfen.  * The 2007 published study was carried out by 
researchers at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. The research, conducted by Professor Howard Litwin of the university’s Israel 
Gerontological Data Center (IGDC), was published in The European Journal of Aging.

Adult Education with Rabbi Reice
Rabbi Reice leads adult education on Sunday, October 20th, from 11:00 a.m. – noon in CR104. Come study with the rabbi!

Hebrew Names
Many of us have a Jewish name. Our tradition teaches that our Jewish names play an important role in our spiritual character and 
essence. Come learn about Hebrew names from Henri Goettel, Sunday, October 27th, from 11:00 a.m. - noon in CR104.

Yiddish Circle of Learning Continues to Grow: Yiddish Circle of Learning continues to grow in the Bride’s Room at Beth 
Torah, with one hour of learning devoted to the Yiddish language and culture. Knowledge of Yiddish not a pre-requisite for 
attending.  Come learn and laugh with Ray Davidson each Friday at noon.   Bring your lunch if you’d like!

Wisdom on Wednesdays: The Wisdom on Wednesdays crew is studying appropriate and inappropriate speech, as discussed in 
the Talmud tractate, Arachin.  You’re invited to join them any Wednesday that you are available.  They eat and shmooze from noon 
to 12:30 p.m., and study from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.
  
Lunch with the Rabbi will take place on Thursday, October 17th, at 12:00 p.m.  Bring your lunch or call the office to order one.

Discussion on the Writings of the Torah - Join the community in discussion on Shabbat morning, 9:00 to 10:15 a.m. in the 
library with Rabbi Levin.  
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Rabbi Transition Committee Update
 
Here are some highlights from the recently published Update to our FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions):
 
1) Where are we in the process?

The Rabbi Transition Committee worked this summer to complete the CCAR (Central Conference of American Rabbis) application 
form. The expected timeline is:

· Application was submitted to the CCAR in mid-September
· Screen candidates in September/October
· Conduct interviews in October/November
· Complete background and reference checks in November
· Invite selected candidates to Beth Torah in December (we hope you’ll come meet them!)
· Travel to candidate site visits early 2014.

We expect to make an offer in January or February, and the Interim Rabbi will start July 1, 2014. This will allow a one year transition 
period from Rabbi Levin’s retirement to when the new rabbi fully assumes responsibilities on July 1, 2015.
 
2) What is Rabbi Levin’s new role?

· We are working with Rabbi Levin to define his new role as Founding Rabbi, and will share that information with you as soon 
as it is available.

For the full list of FAQs, visit the Beth Torah website, click on the Community tab, and then navigate to the Rabbi Transition 
Committee tab.  If you have a question about the transition, please e-mail the committee at search@beth-torah.org.  
 
Linda Zappulla and Shanna Haun, Co-Chairs, Rabbi Transition Committee

Adult Hebrew
Ready to brush up your Hebrew? Join volunteer teacher Scott Strong-Wallace on Sundays from 10:00-10:45 a.m. after the start of 
religious school to brush up your Hebrew skills. CLASSES BEGIN ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29TH.  The cost is only $36 for the entire year, 
which includes all your materials and your textbook. Register by calling the Beth Torah office at (913) 498-2212. You can charge your 
credit card over the phone or send a check made out to Congregation Beth Torah with “Sunday Hebrew” in the memo line. Questions? 
E-mail Scott at swallace7@kc.rr.com.

Ready to improve your Hebrew? Join volunteer teacher Scott Strong-Wallace on Wednesdays from 6:30-7:15 p.m. after the start of 
religious school to study Hebrew through learning texts from B’reishit/Genesis. This class is perfect for adults who can already read 
Hebrew and would like to improve their vocabulary.  CLASSES BEGIN ON WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 2ND.   The cost is only $36 for the entire 
year, which includes all your materials and your textbook. Register by calling the Beth Torah office at (913) 498-2212. You can charge 
your credit card over the phone or send a check made out to Congregation Beth Torah with “Wednesday Hebrew” in the memo line. 
Questions? E-mail Scott at swallace7@kc.rr.com.

SAVEhome at CBT Every Sunday night since May 9, 1993, members of Beth Torah have provided dinner to the residents of SAVEhome, 
a supervised 8-bed housing support unit for those with HIV/AIDS. SAVEhome is part of SAVE, Inc., (www.saveinckc.org).  Individuals and 
families sign up for a particular Sunday night and bring dinner to the residents of SAVEhome. You can cook at home and bring it, cook at 
SAVEhome (they have a regular full kitchen), or bring some take-out food like pizza, BBQ, chicken. Volunteers are encouraged to stay and 
have dinner with the residents, but that is not required. Volunteer just once a year, or sign up more often. The choice is yours.  This long 
term Social Justice Project is coordinated by Lauren Aaronson, who can be contacted via e-mail at: laaronso@kumc.edu for more information.
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Come join the Congregation Beth Torah Community  
and meet our NEW TORAH face to face!

Moses made a surprise appearance on the Beth Torah Mountain (okay, rooftop) at Erev Sukkot last month to announce 
and invite every Beth Torah family to participate in a once in a lifetime opportunity to fulfill the 613th!  Don’t miss Moses’ 
return on October 6, 2013 (10.6.13) as we begin the Renewing Our Promise Torah Writing Project! For the first time in its 25-
year history, Congregation Beth Torah will scribe its very own Torah!  Start your morning with bagels and nosh at 9:00 a.m. 
followed by our festive Opening Ceremony from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m., with educational and Torah writing opportunities 
to follow.  

On Sunday, October 6, 2013 our entire congregation will assemble in the sanctuary where our Sofer (scribe) will be waiting 
with our new Torah before him. We will all witness a quill being dipped into ink and…in a tradition unchanged for 3,000 
years…the first letter of our Torah being carefully written on the parchment. Bereshit, “In the Beginning,” and what a 
beginning it will be! 

Join us for a community parade, learn the history of our current Torahs, and celebrate this momentous event of creating  
a Torah that will live on for generations to come.  Imagine Jews 500 years from now reading from a Torah you wrote in!  
Religious school students in grades 4-6 will meet with the Sofer following the ceremony.  Plus, you are invited to sit in with 
the Sofer at 11:30 a.m. to hear about the “The Making of a Torah.”  Don’t wait, be one of the first 15 families to sign up on 
10.6.13 to write a letter with the Sofer.  If 10.6.13 doesn’t fit in your schedule, no worries because the Sofer will return on  
following dates to write a letter with your family:

November 3rd and 4th: 25th Anniversary weekend and Mitzvah Days
January 19th and 20th: Martin Luther King weekend
March 30th and 31st
June 8th: Closing Ceremony and last opportunity to fulfill the 613th commandment 

Visit the BethTorah website and click on “Renewing Our Promise – Write Here, Right Now – Together!” to get information on 
how to sign up for your Torah Writing Experience.   Look for the FAQ’s to answer your questions.  Call Kristy in the Beth Torah 
office at (913) 498-2212 if you cannot access the online registration.   To volunteer for any part of the Renewing Our Promise 
Torah Project, contact Laura Intfen at renew@beth-torah.org or (913) 498-2212.

Can’t wait to see you on 10.6.13!  Don’t miss your opportunity to fulfill the last and 613th commandment!
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There is some confusion, even on the World Wide Web as to whether Woody Allen announced that 80% of success was 
showing up, or whether 90% of success is showing up.  Either way, it is evident that even the skeptical film maker understands 
the importance of presence. 

A young couple stands by the sink in their new apartment.  He is washing, she is drying.  He is chatting on and on about their 
future together and the places they will travel and the great experiences they will have and how blessed he feels to have this 
wide open future with her.  She notices that the dishes that are coming her way are not very clean.  “Please wash the dishes 
when you wash the dishes dear. What’s the point of you washing the dishes if I just have to go over them again?”  He answers, 
“Because then you would have clean dishes and be lonely.”  

He is right.  When he began a relationship with another human being, he agreed to show up. Showing up is important.  You 
have read in this space time after time that the difference between Internet Judaism and Relational Judaism is the relationship.  
It isn’t a relationship if you don’t show up. 

Here are some wonderful events that require attendance.  Choose the ones that you will be at:
• Wednesday, October 2nd: Wisdom on Wednesday at noon
• Wednesday, October 2nd: TAG Parent Orientation at 8:30 p.m.
• Friday, October 4th: Erev Shabbat Worship at 6:30 p.m.
• Shabbat, October 5th: Torah Study with Rabbi Levin at 9:00 a.m.
• Sunday, October 6th: Opening ceremony for our Torah Writing Experience at 9:30 a.m.
• Friday, October 11th: Yiddish Circle at noon
• Sunday, October 13th: Adult Education Synagogue Literacy and Removing Barriers of Engagement  
  (taught by me!) at 11:00 a.m.
• Saturday, October 19th: Shabbat worship services and the B’nai Mitzvah of Max and Megan Gates.
• Sunday, October 20th: Adult Education with Rabbi Reice at 11:00 a.m.
• Thursday, October 24th: Weekday worship for some “out of the box” praying at 6:00 p.m.
• Friday, October 25th: FAMJAM at 6:10 p.m. to watch our children enjoy Judaism and feel young at heart.
• Sunday, October 27th: Youth Education and Activities Committee meeting at noon. See what amazing things are going on  
  in our school.
• Monday, October 28th:   Al Anon at 6:30 p.m.  Is your life affected by someone addicted to drugs or alcohol?  You are not 
  alone. 

Pick five, pick three, pick two or pick one.  Show up.  Let the dishes in your sink go and plan your future next to someone that 
you have a relationship with.  The relationship between you and your Beh Torah community is worth showing up for. Woody 
Allen would count you as a success.  And who doesn’t want that?  
  
Laura Intfen, Member Services Coordinator

Volunteer Happenings
     and Member News

    50 and More  
Check out the Fifty and More Facebook page or call Phyllis Goldberg at (913) 244-4188 so you can join us for our Hanukkah party on 

December 4th. We are the community we need to be a community of people our age (and proud of it). 
 

Check this page in the Tekiah each month to see what  
is in store for 50 and More

Mental Health Anti-Stigma Campaign
Mental illness is prevalent in America and it touches us all, with one in four people diagnosed with a mental disorder of some 
kind each year. The Jewish Community Mental Health Coalition, made up of volunteers, Jewish Family Services and the 
Rabbinical Association, launched an Anti-Stigma Campaign at the High Holidays. The key message of the effort is: “Mental 
Illness: It’s real.  It’s common. It’s treatable.  And it’s OK to talk about it.” Watch for the information and join the conversation 
now. For more information on the Anti-Stigma Campaign and the work of the Jewish Community Mental Health Coalition, 
please contact Celeste Aronoff, JFS Director of Communications, at (913) 327-8250.
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Stop by the Mishulash (School Triangle) to see the beautiful art installation created by our Pre-Kindergarten through 6th grade students 
in honor of our Torah Writing Project.  You’ll be glad you did! 

If you have an emergency and need to contact the Educational Staff during Religious School hours please call dial the 
School Emergency Phone (913) 334-8820. Saving this number in your cell phone will help to ensure you can find it in case of 
emergency.  This phone is only turned on during times when classes are being held.  If you need to contact one of us about 
a matter that is not an emergency, please call the Beth Torah office.  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
We hope everyone enjoyed the Fall Holidays and our Sukkot and Simchat Torah celebrations!  Because these fell on Wednesdays this 
year, we had to postpone Keshet Parent Orientation until October 2nd.  Keshet parents are strongly encouraged to join us for worship 
beginning at 5:30 p.m. followed by Parent Orientation.

Opening day for our T.A.G. Program for 7th – 10th graders is Wednesday, October 2nd!  Classes begin at 7:00 p.m., but BTTY sells pizza and 
snacks beginning at 6:15 p.m. This year the BTTY Board will be scattering some board games on the tables in the Ulam.  Join your friends 
in a game of Uno or Catch Phrase before classes begin!  In honor of our opening night, Rabbi Reice and Marcia Rittmaster will buy a soft 
drink for everyone who purchases pizza!  Parents: Don’t forget our short Parent Orientation from 8:30 – 8:45 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  Join 
the students at 8:45 p.m. for ice cream before you go home. 

We hope all 3rd Grade parents will join us on October 13th for two special events.  Third Grade parents will gather in Room 8 at 10:00 
a.m. for 3rd Grade Parent Breakfast, an informal parent-only breakfast.  We hope you’ll use this time to get to know Rabbi Reice and to 
continue to network with other 3rd Grade parents!  At 11:00 a.m. everyone will join the students in their classroom for our 3rd Grade 
Family School where they will learn how they can help their children learn Hebrew – even if they don’t read a word themselves!  You’ll 
play some Hebrew games and have a great time sharing class with your children.

October 27th is the date of our Kindergarten Parent Breakfast.  Kindergarten parents will meet at 10:00 a.m. to get to know each other 
and to learn about Consecration at Beth Torah, a very special ceremony that welcomes our newest students into their formal Jewish 
education.  Parents of first and second graders who are new to the Weiner Religious School are invited to join us at 10:30 a.m., too.

JYG - Mark your calendars for Sunday, October 20th and watch your mail for details about our “surprise” October program!

5th/6th Gr TWYG NEWS  - On Sunday, October 13th, Beth Torah’s 5th & 6th Grade TWYG will have jumping good time at Sky Zone,
6495 Quivira Road, Shawnee, KS.  The students will have pizza and drinks at Beth Torah and parent volunteers will drop off at Sky Zone.  
Parents should pick up at Sky Zone at 2:15 p.m.  Contact Michelle Frumkin or Carla Tretiak, our 5th/6th Grade TWYG Parent Volunteers for 
October if you can help drive.

The cost for the afternoon is $14 per student. Watch your e-mail for details. ADVANCE RSVP AND PAYMENT are required for this event!

Y.A.E.C.NEWS - Thank you to the following people for agreeing to be room parents this year – and to Debbie Chase, our Room 
Parent Chair from YAEC.  You’ll hear from these individuals throughout the year – they’ll remind you about Parent Breakfasts and help 
coordinate some special classroom activities and events. Say “yes” when they ask for your help – and thank them for all they are doing 
while you are at it!  Stephen Steigman & Tamar Falicov (Pre-Kindergarten), Deb Skiles (Kindergarten), Elizabeth Lenz (1st Grade), Brandi 
Fisher & Allison Roodman (2nd Grade), Deb Skiles (3rd Grade), Christa Balanoff (4th Grade), Kerry Miller (5th Grade), Eileen Kershenbaum 
(6th Grade).

Thank You for Breakfast - Join the group who helps offset the cost of Sunday breakfasts. Our breakfast selections include bagels, 
flavored cream cheese (fruit and salmon in addition to plain), butter and jelly and a rotation of muffins, cinnamon rolls, croissants, fresh 
fruit and occasionally, donuts.  Please consider sponsoring a breakfast.  We’ll put your name and the event you are honoring on the 
electronic kiosk for everyone to see.  We also want to thank all of our families who help set up the breakfast each Sunday 
morning.
 
The following families sponsored breakfasts in September:
• Eileen and Bruce Kershenbaum in honor of their wedding anniversary and the opening of the Weiner Religious School
• Alan Edelman, Associate Executive Director, Jewish Federation of Greater Kansas City in honor of Denise Ellenberg,    
  CAJE/Jewish Federation Teacher of the Year
• Neil, Debbie, Maggie & Tori Bass in honor of Grandpa Bill Sweringin’s Birthday

Religious School NewsVolunteer Happenings
     and Member News
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BTTY News
Hi everyone! 
This past month was very exciting for BTTY! The BTTY Board went to Missouri Valley’s Leadership Training Institute the last 
weekend in August. We now know how to best do our jobs and are ready to take on the year. Our Teen Rosh Hashanah service 
went very well! It was a great first time and we look forward to continuing this in years to come.  We also passed out empty bags 
for the High Holy Day Food Drive! Thank you to everyone who contributed food to make this Food Drive a HUGE success once 
again! 

We have two programs scheduled for October.  On October 12th, we’ll be going to the Louisburg Cider Mill and we’ll be holding a Halloween Party for 
the children who live at the reStart Shelter on October 27th.  Watch your mail and e-mail for details. 

Also, starting in October, BTTY will be putting out board games before TAG every Wednesday. Make sure to come early and play! 

Hope you have a great month and don’t forget to join the BTTY Facebook Group and follow us on Twitter @BTTYBears!

Mackenzie Haun, BTTY President 2013-2014

Beyond Chai
Beyond Chai connects Beth Torah’s 18–24 year old young adults to each other and to the congregation. We need current contact information for every 
Beyond Chai member– whether they are at college, living at home or residing elsewhere.  Beyond Chai members must enroll annually in order for them 
to receive holiday packages in 2013-2014.  Enroll in Beyond Chai now for free: http://bit.ly/BeyondChai 

Things to know about Beyond Chai: 
• Beth Torah places a high priority on connecting and communicating with our young adults– whether at college or elsewhere.  
• In order for Beyond Chai members to stay connected -- and receive Beyond Chai mailings -- we need accurate and up-to-date e-mail and mailing 
addresses.  
• For any Beyond Chai members enrolled in collegiate Jewish studies courses this year, Rabbi Levin will reimburse for books assigned to the course.  
Just send the receipt to Beth Torah, attn: Rabbi Levin – or contact Rabbi Levin, mlevin@beth-torah.org for more information.  
• Keep in touch with other Beyond Chai members in the Beyond Chai Facebook group: http://bit.ly/BeyondChaiFB. Events, internships, Israel trips, 
and other opportunities will also be posted and shared in the group.

Don’t miss out on these great Beyond Chai benefits! Enroll now: http://bit.ly/BeyondChai 

Grade Level MItzvah Clubs
Shalom Everyone! My name is Susan Kivett and my son is Gabriel Kivett.  He is a 5th grader at the Beth Torah Weiner Religious School.  We started a 
Mitzvah Club last year and it was SO successful, we are continuing it this year.   This is a volunteer group and NO commitment is required.  The kids and 
come when they want and if there is something your child would like to do for the Mitzvah Club, please let me know.  I feel like this is THEIR group and 
they should be comfortable with the Mitzvot they want to do.  If you have any questions or comments, please let me know!  Look forward to seeing you 
at the Mitzvah Club with your children.

Shana Tova,    Susan Kivett   kivetts@gmail.com

Hello 4th Grade Parents. My name is Alexis Schwartz, and I volunteered to lead the 4th Grade Mitzvah Club this year. This was a program that Susan Kivett 
created with the 4th grade class last year, and it was so successful that they are continuing it in 5th grade this year. We have big shoes to fill, but I am 
optimistic that we can do it! The idea is for us to come together as a class and perform mitzvahs in the community - both for our Jewish community 
and beyond! Doing for others is part of our core values as Jews and as members of Beth Torah, so I hope you will join me and encourage your kids to 
participate. 

I promise it will be fun, and we will try to schedule activities when the kids are out of school for holidays, so it will provide a much needed diversion as 
well. My goal is to have four events this school year.  Ideas could include a park/mitzvah garden clean-up day, participation in a run/walk for charity, 
and volunteer opportunities at Harvesters, reStart, and/or other organizations that support the hungry. These are just preliminary ideas - I would love 
to hear yours!

For our first activity, I thought we could work together during Beth Torah’s annual Mitzvah Day on November 3rd to create Hanukkah decorations for 
Village Shalom.  This would be a fun, artistic project that won’t require too many supplies. We could meet at Beth Torah at 12:30 p.m for pizza and work 
until 2:30 p.m. This would allow you to participate in other Mitzvah Day activities with your families if you choose to do so. All supplies will be provided 
by Beth Torah.  Thank you, and I look forward to getting to know all of you this year.

All the best,   Alexis Schwartz  leckiann@gmail.com
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The Gift Shop at Beth Torah
The Gift Shop at Congregation Beth Torah   -  “Where Shopping Turns into a Mitzvah!”

Hanukkah, Hanukkah, Hanukkah!!!
I know you are thinking: “NO WAY! We haven’t even had Halloween yet!”  But, yes, it is time because 
Hanukkah begins at sunset on November 27th (the day before Thanksgiving).   Are you going somewhere 

for the holiday and need a hostess gift? Our volunteers are always available to help you find the perfect gift. It’s time for Gelt, Dreidles, 
Menorahs and all things Hanukkah!!

 
Have you tried our on-line shop?  It is quick and easy to shop from home for your family and friends while benefiting our Beth Torah 
community. Please consider logging on to the beth-torah.org website and on the home page at the bottom you will find a colorful area that 
says “World of Judaica”. We hope that the on-line store will offer many more options for all your gift needs.  Please make it a goal to order one 

thing from our on-line store in the next 2 months. Remember “we are the community we need”.
 

Look for our Hanukkah Raffle! Win a beautiful “one of a kind” dreidel and some Gelt for Hanukkah. The contest begins on October 28th and 
ends on November 15th, 2013.

Ideas for the Eight Nights of Hanukkah:
1) Have a goal to light candles every night as a family,      2) Have an evening with friends,
3) Participate in a family mitzvah project,     4) Talk about your Hanukkah family traditions,
5) Try a new recipe,     6) Eat Latkes,      7) Join the CBT community at Friday Night Worship,

8) Share the “holiday joy” with everyone you meet.

L’Shanah Tovah from all The Gift Shop at Congregation Beth Torah Volunteers!
The Gift Shop Fall Hours beginning September 8th, 2013: 

Monday 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday 10:00 a.m. to noon, and Friday 10:00 a.m. to noon.  
During Religious School Classes- Sunday 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and Wednesday 4:15 to 7:00 p.m. 

COMMUNITY NEWS
Hold the date: “Conversations Between Jerusalem and Rome”
Israel Ambassador to the Holy See (Vatican), The Honorable Zion Evrony, will address the community on Tuesday, October 8, 
2013, 7:30 p.m. in Rockhurst University’s Convocation Center.  

This historic visit is presented by Rockhurst University, co-sponsored by Jewish Community Relations Bureau|American Jewish 
Committee. Ambassador Evrony will discuss the history of Israeli relations with the Vatican and the current state of diplomatic 
affairs between Israel and the Holy See.
 
Jewish Arts Festival
The 9th Jewish Arts Festival is Sunday, October 6th on the Jewish Community Campus. Take a break from your usual Sunday 
routine and spend a festive afternoon with your family, friends and community. With art, music, kosher food and fun, there’s 
something for everyone, at every age. Grab a flyer at the JCC or visit jcckc.org/jaf for more information.

Please contact Lanie Decker (laindecker@kc.rr.com) or Stu Goldstein, JCC’s Director of Marketing (stug@jewishkc.org), if you 
have any questions or concerns. 

Turkish Author to Speak
Mustafa Akyol, Turkish Journalist and Author of “Islam without Extremes: a Muslim Case 
for Liberty” will discuss current events in Turkey, the region, and Turkey/Israel relations  
on Monday, October 28, 2013, 7:00 p.m. at the JCRB|AJC.  Mr. Akyol’s articles have 
appeared in Foreign Affairs, Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, Forward, First Things, 
Huffington Post, Weekly Standard, Washington Times, American Enterprise, National 
Review, FrontPage Magazine, Newsweek and Islam Online. A book signing will follow.  
The book “Islam without Extremes” will be available for purchase. The community is 
invited at no charge. Presented by Jewish Community Relations Bureau|American 
Jewish Committee.
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Have you included Beth Torah in your will or otherwise arranged for a future gift to our 
congregation?  If so, please notify Jack Feldman by e-mail at jfeldman@beth-torah.org or phone 
(913) 498-2212.  Each gift brings us closer to qualifying for grant money from the Bushman 
Community Endowment Fund.
 
Would you like to learn more about our planned giving program?  It’s your opportunity to 
help secure Beth Torah’s future at no cost to you today. Contact Jack or Barry Katz by e-mail at 
bkatz12306@gmail.com or phone (913) 451-1174 for more information.

Planned Giving at Beth Torah—Have You Done It?  Would you like to?

Notes on Our Music Program
Each year, in the month after High Holy Days, I devote my Tekiah article to thanking the members of the Beth Torah Adult Choir, Youth 
Choir and all the other musicians who volunteer their talents over countless hours of rehearsals, to provide music for our worship during 
the Days of Awe. This year is no exception; our congregation continues to be blessed by having a group of people who understand the 
importance of music in prayer, and give of themselves to elevate our worship with their singing and playing. Please be sure to thank 
them yourselves when you see them:
 

Steve Becker, Jenifer Blum, Megan Boehm, Boyd Bolter, Jeff Carroll, Rebecca Carroll, Kathy Coenen, Lia Davidson, Randy Deutch, 
Estelle Edelbaum, Hannah Ginsberg, Ron Ginson, Barbara Gustin, Fred Gustin, Mackenzie Haun, Joyce Hess, Louise Hipsh, 

Jill Jacob, Tim Intfen, Julie Kaplan, Nicholas LeVine, Robin Olderman, Glenn Philips, Jim Reicher, Sam Reicher, Mikaela 
Rittmaster, Ann Shepherd, Mel Solomon, Roger Sommi, SueAnn Strom, Zachary  Zwibelman 

Of course, our volunteers make music at Beth Torah all year long, and you can add yourself to that roster by calling me at (913) 498-2212 
or e-mailing me at lsweenie@beth-torah.org and letting me know how you’d like to be involved. We are the community we need to 
enrich the music life of our congregation!

Linda Matorin Sweenie, Music Director

B’nai Mitzvah for the Month of  September
Bar Mitzvah of  Max Gates

Max Samuel Gates, son of Amy and Keith Gates, will celebrate his Bar Mitzvah on October 19th at 10:30 a.m.  Max 
is in the 7th grade at Frontier Trail Middle School, currently holds a 3rd-degree brown belt in Karate, enjoys playing 
the trumpet in his school’s band, and looks forward to playing in the jazz band early next year.  Max is the brother of 
Megan and the grandson of Lezlie Swade, Mickey and Bonnie Swade and of Bonnie Gates and the late Mike Gates.  
The congregation is welcome to join the family at a kiddush luncheon following our community’s morning worship.

Bat Mitzvah of  Megan Gates
Megan Sarah Gates, daughter of Amy and Keith Gates, will celebrate her Bat Mitzvah on October 19th at 10:30 a.m.  
Megan is in the 7th grade at Frontier Trail Middle School, currently holds a 3rd-degree brown belt in Karate and enjoys 
playing the violin in her school’s orchestra.  Megan is the sister of Max and the granddaughter of Lezlie Swade, 
Mickey and Bonnie Swade and of Bonnie Gates and the late Mike Gates.  The congregation is welcome to join the 
family at a kiddush luncheon following our community’s morning worship.

Bat Mitzvah of  Tara Kaplan
Tara Kaplan, daughter of Michael and Janet Kaplan, will celebrate her bat mitzvah at Shabbat worship on Saturday, 
October 26th at 10:30 am.  Tara is in the 7th grade at Leawood Middle School.  She enjoys art, music, fashion, comedy 
and cheerleading.  Tara is the youngest sibling and has three older brothers, Dane, Brent and Eric Kaplan.  She is the 
granddaughter of Eiko Thornquist and the late John Thornquist, Yetta and Sol Kaplan.  The congregation is welcome 
to join us at kiddush luncheon following our community’s morning worship.
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Contributions
Beth Torah General Fund
     Linda Zappulla
      
In Memory Of:
Sid Parkans
     Judy Holley & Kathy Steiner
     D.A. Lewis

In Honor Of:
80th Birthday of Carol Brooks
     Barney Barash
85th Birthday of Marion Altman
     Marshall & JoAnne Tankel
Henrietta Kaye
     Howard Kaye Family

Rabbi Levin Discretionary 
Fund
In Appreciation Of:
Rabbi Mark Levin
     Marty & Diane Lustig
     Edis Parkans
     Rita Stark
The Beautiful Choir
     Ron & Jo Ann Ginson
    
In Memory Of:
Phil Handleman
     Judy & Bob Handleman
Jackee Epsten
     Bryan, Felice, Gaby & Chloe Azorsky
Frieda Davidson
Marcus Davidson
     Ray Davidson
Tom Patterson
     Wynne Begun
Jacob Osman
     Stan Osman
Mickey Kleg
     Susie & Jerry Klinock
          
In Honor Of:
Our Wedding
     Nicholas & Kate Nunez

CBT Fund For Families 
In Need
In Memory Of:
Jacqueline Epsten
     Chuck & Sandi Cantor
     Denise & Jerry Pakula
Benjamin Rothstein
     Ruth & Mike Worthington

In Honor Of:
Selichot Worship at Beth Torah
     Karen Jacks
85th Birthday of Marion Altman
     Barb Mendelsohn
60th Birthday of Shelley Rissien
     Barry & Linda Katz
Sarah Shaw’s Torah Reading
     Henri Goettel

Joel’s Ride Wheels for Meals
In Honor Of:
Marriage of Mark and Kacy Levin
     Scott & Sara Goldstein
     Michele, Ella & Avi Pavin
  
Social Justice Fund
In Memory Of:
Leon P. Flappan
Jean & Sam Price
     Robert & Susan Flappan

Torah Writing Project
In Honor Of:
50th Anniversary of Joni & Larry Weiner
     Barbara S. Phillips
     Aletha & Bob Simon
     Suzi Weiner

Youth Activities Fund
In Memory Of:
Nancy Ann Weneck
     Bud Weneck

Religious School Fund
In Honor Of:
Lieutenant Colonel Edward McDaniel to the 
rank of Colonel Edward McDaniel
88th Birthday of Radine Shaw
     Diana, Victor, Zach & Austin Hurst
     Heidi, Anthony & Victoria Heinz

     
In Honor Of:
50th Anniversary of Larry & Joni 
Levinson
     Clara & Norman Levine       
     Barbara & Sandy Sherman
Shanna Haun’s certification as a Cancer 
Exercise Specialist
     Maureen & Sandy Salz

Rabbi’s Fund For Social 
Justice projects
In Memory Of:
Ross Zucker
     Marge & Barry Skikne
Jackee Epsten
     Weber Ingersoll & Esther Markus

Choir Fund
In Memory Of:
Frank Yale Askinazy
     Maureen & Sandy Salz

In Appreciation Of:
Linda Sweenie
     Edis Parkans

Hunger Fund
In Appreciation Of:
Hedy Goldman
Jan Harness
Betsy Wanger
     Maureen & Sandy Salz
Linda Sweenie
     Edis Parkans
The clergy office staff and volunteers for 
a wonderful High Holy Day worship
     Henri Goettel

In Memory Of:
Marilyn Kohn
    Steven & Rochelle Kohn
Gilbert S. Greenwald
     Doug Greenwald
     Pola Greenwald
Nathan Salz
     Maureen & Sandy Salz
Helen Lesky
     Estelle Edelbaum
Simin Khalili
     James & Betsy Khalili
Leah Kelne Bernat
     Harriet & Ron Jacobson
David “Tim” Blond
     Barton Blond
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October 2013 Calendar

Sponsorships:
October 5th:  Kiddush luncheon sponsored by Jerry and Beth Jordan in honor of the 
upcoming marriage of their daughter Leah Jordan to Benjamin Stanley.
 
October 19th:  Kiddush luncheon sponsored by Keith and Amy Gates in honor of the b’nai 
mitzvah of their children, Max and Megan Gates.

October 26th: Kiddush luncheon sponsored by: Michael and Janet Kaplan in honor of the bat 
mitzvah of their daughter, Tara.  

Stay Connected!
Visit our website: www.beth-torah.org 

 
Follow us on twitter: @BethTorah

Join us on Facebook:  
Congregation Beth Torah
http://on.fb.me/vQ8E5P

(or e-mail us at info@beth-torah.org and  
we will send you the links!)
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We are the community WE need!  See you on Friday night!

25th Anniversary 
Torah Writing Project Schedule of Events 

Sunday, October 6th:
    9:30 a.m. - Opening Ceremony for the Torah Writing Project 

11:30 a.m. - Adult Education: The Making of a Torah

Friday, November 1st:   
6:00 p.m. - Nosh / 6:10 p.m. - FAM Jam         6:30 p.m. - Special Shabbat Service 

7:30 p.m. - Oneg Shabbat Celebration     8:00 p.m. - Special 25th Anniversary Program 

Saturday, November 2nd:
9:00 a.m. - Torah Study    10:30 a.m. - Shabbat Worship

Evening: Pretty.Funny  Performance at CBT w/ Dessert Reception to follow 

Sunday, November 3rd: 
Religious School with special Mitzvah Day Activities

All day: Torah Writing w/ the Sofer        

Monday, November 4th:  Mitzvah Opportunities
All day: Torah Writing w/ the Sofer          

2:30 p.m. - Blood Drive
7:30 p.m. - Adult Education: Torah and Music

See Page 7 for complete details on the Torah Writing Project


